
Horace "Button" Collins Brown
November 10, 1940 - February 21, 2025

Horace “Button” Collins Brown, retired Army Special Forces, passed away on
Friday, February 21, 2025, at the age of 84. After several months of declining
health, he died peacefully with Martha, his beloved wife of 57 years, by his
side. 

 He is proceeded in death by his parents William A. Brown III and Lorena Berry
Brown, brothers William A. Brown IV, and Elvie A. Brown. He is survived by
his wife Martha, children Terri (Jack) Kimbel, Rebecca Davis, and Horace
(Lara) Brown II. Horace is also survived by his grandchildren Keirce Kimbel,
Peyton Kimbel, Olivia Davis, Payne Brown, Camille Brown, Audrey Davis,
Aidan Brown, his nephew Barry (Royann) Brown, and several other cherished
nieces, nephews, grand-nieces and nephews, along with children Sherri
Chism and Scott Brown. Surviving siblings are Victor (Norma) Brown, James
Brown, and Mary (Mike) Thomason-Grell. 

 Horace was born in Cullman County, Alabama in 1940. One of six children, he
was raised on a farm in Vinemont where he learned a strong work ethic that
was one of the driving forces behind everything he accomplished in his life.
He joined the U.S. Army in 1961 and became a member of the 7th Special
Forces Group where he went on to serve two tours in Vietnam. After his father
passed away in 1966, he separated from the Army to be closer to and help
support his mother and two youngest siblings. He re-enlisted in 1972 and
spent the remainder of his military career proudly serving as part of the 5th
and 7th Special Forces Groups. As a Special Forces soldier, he had many



special skills. He was an expert in demolitions, marksmanship, and survival
tactics. He also spoke fluent Vietnamese, Spanish, and Arabic. He was a
highly decorated war hero, receiving numerous commendations and medals
during his career including The Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Bronze Star
for heroic acts in combat, and his Master Parachute Badge. 

 After his time in the Army, he utilized his wide array of military skills working as
a defense contractor supervising security and protection for overseas
government construction projects including U.S. embassies. Throughout his
military career, and time working for the government, he lived and worked in
more than ten countries and traveled to many, many more. He retired at the
age of 70. 

 If you were to ask most people who knew him what his greatest joy in
retirement was, they would probably say being on the golf course. However,
his family would tell you it was spending time with his grandchildren who he
adored. Although he dedicated most of his life to serving and defending his
country, he was a humble man who loved sharing stories, writing poetry and
perfecting his golf game. His life was extraordinary and filled with adventure
and he will be deeply missed. 

 Visitation will be Wednesday, March 5th, 12:00 – 2:00 pm at Cullman Heritage
Funeral Home. The service will be held at 2:00 pm, followed by full military
honors at Mt. Zion Cemetery, 17488, U.S. Hwy. 31, Cullman. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to: 

 The local chapter of the Special Forces Association: 
 SFA Chapter 92 

 C/O Kenneth Garcy 
 106 Timbercove Circle SW 

 Madison, AL 35756 
 Or 

 Special Forces Charitable Trust 
 www.specialforcescharitabletrust.org





Cemetery Details

Mt. Zion Cemetery

Cullman, AL
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MAR 5. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Cullman Heritage Funeral Home
255 County Road 1435
Cullman, AL 35058
(256) 734-0208
info@cullmanheritage.com
https://www.cullmanheritage.com

Service

MAR 5. 2:00 PM (CT)

Cullman Heritage Funeral Home
255 County Road 1435
Cullman, AL 35058
(256) 734-0208
info@cullmanheritage.com
https://www.cullmanheritage.com
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March 10, 2025 at 04:33 AM

Lord's Prayer 44" Sonnet was purchased for the
family of Horace "Button" Collins Brown.

March 10, 2025 at 04:33 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Horace "Button" Collins Brown.

Kevin Duclos - March 07, 2025 at 10:11 AM

His services to this great nation can not be over stated. An honor to
have met him. All The Way Sir!

March 04, 2025 at 09:50 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Horace "Button" Collins Brown.

Mike and Mary - March 04, 2025 at 04:58 PM

Mike and Mary purchased the Days of Sunshine
Bouquet for the family of Horace "Button" Collins
Brown.

https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1001&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1001&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Margret Jennings - March 02, 2025 at 12:20 PM

Horace & Martha 'adopted' us when we were a young family trying
to navigate our way through army life. They are the pure definition
of love and caring.

Bill Jennings Family - March 02, 2025 at 12:01 PM

Bill Jennings Family purchased the Emerald Gard
en Basket for the family of Horace "Button"
Collins Brown.

Bill Jennings Family - March 02, 2025 at 12:01 PM

Bill Jennings Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Horace "Button"
Collins Brown.

February 27, 2025 at 02:25 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Horace "Button" Collins Brown.

https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Les Fuller - February 27, 2025 at 10:52 AM

Horace was a handsome, sweet and adventuresome man. He
always sought to help others first. He was a Green Beret warrior
who loved his wife, children and grandchildren. He was a good man
who lived the Special Forces motto "de oppressor liber", which
means to free the oppressed.

Tony Dale Cadle - February 25, 2025 at 09:42 PM

Horace "Button" was more than just a great friend during my
childhood – he was a life mentor. Every question I had, he
answered with wisdom and kindness. One unforgettable memory is
when Button and I went fishing at Guntersville. We hit the bass
jackpot, and I hooked the biggest bass I had ever caught. Horace
expertly lipped it for me, and I weighed it at two different stores on
our way home. That moment is etched in my memory forever, just
like Horace will always be. Rest in peace, my dear friend. Until we
meet again.

February 25, 2025 at 09:35 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Horace "Button" Collins Brown.

February 25, 2025 at 09:35 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Horace "Button" Collins Brown.

https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

