
Donna Joyce Rakestraw
February 10, 1940 - December 29, 2025

Funeral Service for Donna Joyce Rakestraw, age 85 of Cullman, will be at
1:00 PM on Saturday, January 3, 2026, at Fairview First Baptist Church with
Dr. David Chambers officiating; graveside services and burial will be at First
Baptist Church of Fairview. Visitation will be from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM on
Saturday, January 3, 2026, at Fairview First Baptist Church. 

 

Cullman Heritage Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 
 

Mrs. Rakestraw passed away on Monday, December 29, 2025, at her
residence. She was born February 10, 1940, to Calvin and Ruby Dye. 

 

She was preceded in death by her parents and most recently, her husband of
65 years, Morris Keith Rakestraw. 

 

Survivors include sons, Derek (Tracie) Rakestraw and Daren (Vanessa)
Rakestraw; daughter, Marisa (Chris Durst) Mitchell; grandchildren, Whitney
(Ben) Halbrooks, Landon (Naomi) Rakestraw, Nicki (Zach) Taunton, Lucas
Rakestraw, Alden Rakestraw, Alex Rakestraw, Weston Rakestraw, Lila
Mitchell and Bennett Mitchell; great grandchildren, Remi, Rylee, Ruthie and
Jett Halbrooks and Matthew Taunton; sister, Hilda (John) Thurston; brothers,
Ken Dye, Darrell (Donna) Dye; and a host of nieces, nephews, family and
friends. 



Donna was a devoted Christian, wife, and mother. She retired from the
Cullman Social Security office in 1995. After retirement, she enjoyed traveling
with Morris, working in her flower garden, and especially spending time with
her children and grandchildren. She was their biggest fan and greatest
supporter. Their home was always filled with good food and an abundance of
love and hugs. Donna will be greatly missed by her family and everyone who
had her in their lives. 

 

Special thanks to her neighbors, friends, church family, and especially to her
wonderful caregivers, Andrea, Tammy, and Joy, who were such a blessing to
her and the family during such a difficult time. 

 

Donations may be made to Fairview First Baptist Church or The Arthritis
Foundation



Cemetery Details

First Baptist Church of Fairview Cemetery

Cullman, AL 35058

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 3. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church of Fairview
1022 Welcome Road
Cullman, AL 35058

Funeral Service

JAN 3. 1:00 PM.

Fairview First Baptist Church
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WR





VA

wendell o rakestraw - January 02 at 09:43 AM

Family: My thoughts and prayers to each of you in the passing of
Donna. Enjoyed meeting her and Morris in years past and will miss
them . May God bless and comfort each of you. Wendell O.
Rakestraw, Centre, Al

. - January 01 at 06:22 PM

. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Donna Joyce
Rakestraw.

January 01 at 06:22 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Donna Joyce Rakestraw.

Vanessa - January 01 at 11:00 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Tammy - December 31, 2025 at 08:57 PM

Every time I came to see Donna, before I left she put her soft hand
on my cheek and smiled at me. She would say, "I love you and I'm
glad you came. She had a sweet love for people in her heart,
especially her family, and her sweet dog.

Greg and Emily Rhodes - December 31, 2025 at 12:03 PM

Greg and Emily Rhodes purchased the Arrive in
Style for the family of Donna Joyce Rakestraw.

Greg and Emily Rhodes - December 31, 2025 at 12:03 PM

Greg and Emily Rhodes planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Donna Joyce
Rakestraw.

Vanessa - December 30, 2025 at 09:40 PM

1 file added to the album Donna

https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cullmanheritage.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

